
Request approval to enter into a Data Use and Disclosure Agreement and future agreements and/or 
amendments with The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Carolina Population Center for the 
purpose of obtaining access to data from the National Longitudinal Study of Adolescent Health, and 
with the California Department of Public Health, for access to the Vital Records Business Intelligence 
System for the purpose of permitting the secure exchange of Statewide and County-Specific 
California Birth and Death Data Indices and Files.

SUBJECT

June 30, 2015

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

APPROVAL TO ENTER INTO DATA USE AGREEMENTS AND FUTURE AGREEMENTS AND/OR 
AMENDMENTS WITH THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA AT CHAPEL HILL, CAROLINA 

POPULATION CENTER, AND WITH THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH FOR 
THE VITAL RECORDS BUSINESS INTELLIGENCE SYSTEM, EFFECTIVE FOR THREE YEARS 

UPON EXECUTION BY BOTH PARTIES (ALL SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS)(3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD:

1. Approve and instruct the Interim Director of the Department of Public Health (DPH), or her 
designee, to execute a Data Use Agreement (DUA) (Exhibit I), with a provision for indemnification, 
from The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Carolina Population Center (UNC) at a total 
maximum obligation estimated not to exceed $850, offset by The California Endowment Health 
Impact Evaluation Center (HIEC) Grant, for the purpose of obtaining access to data from the 
National Longitudinal Study of Adolescent Health (Add Health), effective upon execution by both 
parties, but no sooner than Board approval, for a period of three years.

2.   Approve and instruct the Interim Director of DPH, or her designee, to execute a no-cost Data Use 
and Disclosure Agreement (DUA) (Exhibit II), with a provision for indemnification, from the California 
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Department of Public Health (CDPH), for access to the Vital Records Business Intelligence System 
(VRBIS) for the purpose of permitting the secure exchange of Statewide and County-Specific birth 
and death data indices and files compiled by the State Registrar, effective upon execution by both 
parties, but no sooner than Board approval, for a period of three years.

3.  Delegate authority to the Interim Director of DPH, or her designee, to execute future agreements 
and/or amendments that are consistent with the requirements of the DUAs referenced above that 
extend the term as determined by UNC and CDPH and/or reflect modifications to the DUAs as 
specified by UNC and CDPH, subject to review and approval by DPH’s Division of Public Health 
Information Systems (PHIS) and County Counsel, and notification to your Board and the Chief 
Executive Office (CEO).

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

Approval of Recommendation 1 will allow DPH to enter into a DUA with UNC for a three-year period 
to permit DPH’s Office of Health Assessment and Epidemiology to produce a Health Impact 
Assessment (HIA) Report, which will outline the potential change in short- and long-term health 
outcomes due to truancy prevention programs, such as those led by the District Attorney and the City 
Attorney. A component of the HIA is the development of a model to estimate the academic, social, 
and health outcomes that could result from improved school attendance. Data from Add Health will 
be used to elucidate these relationships, which will assist in developing the model. 

Add Health is a nationally representative sample of adolescents in grades 7-12 in the United States; 
this sample of respondents were followed in four waves: 1994-95, 1996, 2001-02, and 2007-08. The 
number of students who participated in Wave I of the in-home survey was 20,745.  Data are 
available on the number of excused and unexcused absences reported by students in middle school. 
The Add Health study followed the middle school students for 13 years and provides data on basic 
demographic information; educational and employment attainment; crime and delinquency; tobacco, 
alcohol, and drug use; general health; nutrition; pregnancy; public assistance; risky sexual behaviors; 
number of drop outs; and general school level variables. 

In accordance with Exhibit I, the County agrees to indemnify, defend, and hold harmless The 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Add Health, and the sources of Sensitive Data from any 
or all claims and losses accruing to any person, organization, or other legal entity as a result of 
County’s acts, omissions, or breaches of the Agreement.  

Approval of Recommendation 2 will allow DPH to enter into a DUA with CDPH for a three-year 
period to permit the secure exchange of birth, death, and fetal death data used by DPH.  CDPH and 
its Director, designated in statute as the State Registrar, pursuant to Division 102 of the California 
Health Safety Code (H&SC), is charged with the duties of registering, maintaining, indexing, and 
issuing certified copies of all California birth, death, and fetal death records. As part of these 
activities, the State Registrar operates VRBIS database. VRBIS is a secure, web-based electronic 
database for the State Registrar to store California’s vital records data.  This system permits local 
health departments to access such data for purposes of official government business including 
epidemiologic analysis, surveillance, and program evaluation, as directed by the Local Health Officer, 
following all applicable laws and regulations concerning vital records data.

To obtain the VRBIS data, the executed DUA must be on file with CDPH to ensure that both parties 
are in compliance with all State and federal laws applicable to the protected data (i.e. birth, death, 
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and fetal death data). These data include personal and protected information and are the primary 
source of protected data used. 

In accordance with Exhibit II, the County shall indemnify, hold harmless, and defend CDPH from and 
against any and all claims, losses, liabilities, damages, costs, and other expenses (including 
attorney’s fees) that result from or arise directly or indirectly out of or in connection with any negligent 
act or omission or willful misconduct of Data Recipient, its officers, employees, or agents relative to 
the Protected Data, including without limitation, any violations of Data Recipient’s responsibilities 
under the Agreement.  County Counsel, PHIS, and CEO Risk Management have reviewed and 
approved Exhibit I and Exhibit II as to use. 

Approval of Recommendation 3 will allow DPH to execute future agreements and/or amendments 
that extend the term and/or reflect modifications to the DUAs as specified by UNC and CDPH. 

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
The recommended actions support Goal 3, Integrated Services Delivery, of the County’s Strategic 
Plan.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

The total cost for the DUA between DPH and UNC is estimated not to exceed $850; 100 percent 
funded by The California Endowment HIEC Grant. Funds will be used to cover the expenses of 
producing and shipping data files and codebooks, consulting, and administering the DUA. 

The no-cost DUA between CDPH and DPH has no fiscal impact.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

Add Health was developed in response to a mandate from the U.S. Congress to fund a study of 
adolescent health that focuses on forces which may influence adolescents’ health and risk behaviors. 
It has become a national data resource for over 10,000 researchers. Through the Add Health 
dataset, recommendations, policy development, and program planning will result in a report 
addressing chronic truancy through early intervention strategies. 

CDPH is responsible for oversight of the registration of births, deaths, and fetal deaths in California 
and Los Angeles County and, as such, presently maintains and utilizes the Automated Vital Statistics 
System (AVSS) and the Electronic Death Registration System (EDRS). VRBIS is a new secure, web-
based electronic solution for the State Registrar to store California’s vital records data and to permit 
local health departments to access such data. 

DPH implements administrative, physical, and technical safeguards that reasonably and 
appropriately protect the privacy, confidentiality, security, integrity, and availability of confidential, 
protected health information.  All confidential, protected health information is stored on encrypted 
systems and access to all systems requires authorized users to authenticate their identity with a 
unique username and password.  
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IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

Approval of the recommended actions will allow DPH to enter into a three-year DUA with UNC to 
access data to study short- and long-term health outcomes due to truancy prevention programs.  It 
will also allow DPH to enter into a three-year DUA with CDPH for the continued secure exchange of 
birth, death, and fetal death data used by national, State, and local stakeholders for policy 
development, program planning, and epidemic monitoring.  

Cynthia A. Harding, M.P.H.

Interim Director

Enclosures

c: Interim Chief Executive Officer
County Counsel
Acting Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors 

Respectfully submitted,

CAH:jc
BL # 03201
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